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"Yield" in the Hebrew means "to treat a person well, to ripen, to wean, to deal bountifully with, 
to reward." We know that those almonds had ripened. They were ready for eating purposes if 
that were necessary. But, we found out that an almond can keep longer than a peach. It lasts 
for a long, long time. 

And, God in interested in you and me bearing spiritual fruit. How does He work on us to bear 
fruit? "Every branch in Me that beareth fruit. He prunes it that it may bring forth more fruit." 
God has to discipline us - as we abide in the vine and the vine abides in us. We draw strength 
from the sop of the vine. 

So, fruit-bearing involves a pruning. And, when God is pruning us, we do not always think He is 
treating us well! Remember this word for "yielding" means "to treat well." And, we have a 
scripture in Hebrews 12:11, "Now, no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyful but 
grievous. Nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth - " - here you have the word "yield" - "it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them that are exercised thereby." 


So, the correction of God is to bring forth "the peaceable fruit of righteousness". Here you have 
"peaceable fruit of righteousness". Righteousness and peace are marks of the Melchizedek 
priesthood. 

And, so peace and righteousness must flourish within us. "Peace" means completeness, 
wholeness. "Righteousness" means "right standing with God." And, God is treating us well 
when He disciplines us because He loves us. And, the end result of His discipline is for us to 
bring forth fruit! We could say: "yield almonds". 

The same word ["yield"] means "to ripen". And, God wants the fruit of the Spirit to mature in 
us! The same word means "to deal bountifully with". And, there are several psalms in which the 
psalmist is saying, "Lord, deal bountifully with me." You can read Psalm 13:6. "I will sing unto 
the Lord, because He hath dealt bountifully with me." He has treated me well - because He 
wants me to ripen I 

Let us go on to Psalm 116:7. "Return unto thy rest. Oh my soul, for the Lord has dealt 
bountifully with thee. Our soul does not always think God is too good to it. But the psalmist is 
saying, "Soul, do not get upset. Come back into rest with God. And, see that He has dealth 
bountifully with uou because He wants you, O soul, to become adorned with fruit of the Spirit. 
Our soul is like Joseph's coat of many colors. A coat or a garment can typify either the body or 
the soul. The body is the outer garment for our spirit, and the soul is our inner garment for our 
spirit. And Joseph's coat of many colors speaks of the soul being beautified with the nine-fold 
fruit of the Holy Spirit! And it takes many dealings of God in our soul-realm to make that soul 
fruitful. 



And remember the soul is also likened unto a woman. "And He maketh the barren woman to be 
a joyful mother of children." He can turn barrenness into fruitfulness. Hallelujah? 

And, so, God must adorn our soul with the fruit of the Spirit. And that takes time. That takes the 
prunings of God! 


Okay? Psalm 119:17. "Deal bountifully with thy servant that I may live and keep thy word." 

Psalm 142:7. "Bring my soul out of prison that I may praise thy name. The righteous shall 
compass me about for thou shalt deal bountifully with me." Hallelujah! Our soul longs to be 
freed from bondage. And when we come into/u// redemption, we will know God has dealt 
bountifully with us! Hallelujah? "Receiving the end of your faith", Peter says, "the salvation of 
your souls." 

So, the word for "yield" means to "deal bountifully with." It takes many dealings of God to 
make our soul fruitful. 

This word also means "to wean" - like a child being weaned of its mother. Well, is God weaning 
us today? Is He weaning us from our ways, our thoughts? "My ways are not your ways. My 
thoughts are not your thoughts", the Lord says. 

So, let us go to Genesis 21:8 and you will find that Abraham made a feast for his son when that 
son was weaned of his mother. Isaac was weaned. It is believed that the weaning lasted for 
about two or three years. The child must no more lean on the mother's breasts for food. The 
child must learn to drink from a bottle. And, it is a hard time for the child to adjust. It is a time 
of irritation, discomfort. And, we have been accustomed to having our way, but God says, "No, I 
have to wean you." 

Another metaphor is being used. And, in the weaning, God wants us to know that, if we submit. 
He will spread of feast for us. He will show us more of His ways and give us to eat food that we 
know not of! 

Isaac had a feast spread for him. If we take a year and reduce it to God's symbolism, we will get 
a day. "A day" can be "a year", or, "a year" can be reduced to "a day". If we take two years, we 
can reduce that to two days. And, if we take a day with the Lord as a thousand years, then "two 
days" will be two thousand years. And, so, God has given the church two thousand years to be 
weaned, to be ripened! Hallelujah! [God has given the church two thousand years] to come to 
maturity! And, once the church is weaned, God will spread a feast. "Blessed is he that is called 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb!" 



Samuel was weaned of his mother Hannah, (ISamuel 1:22-24), and then presented to the Lord 
in the temple. After we are weaned, then we, too, will be presented to the Lord in His holy 
temple. 

The psalmist in Psalm 131:2 says, "My soul is as a weaned child.” "My soul is as a weaned child. 
He submitted to God to wean his soul from wanting to have its way. 

And, a weaned soul is one who does not think highly of himself. A weaned soul is one who is 
broken and contrite before God. A weaned soul is a soul that submits to God and says, "God, 
you are right. Your ways are right. And I am willing for you to strip me from wanting my own 
way." "Not my will but Thine be done." 

Then, this word means to reward. To reward. Is God seeking to reward His people? Is there a 
reward that He will give as the church comes to the close of this age? What will be the reward? 
He speaks in one scripture of “great will be your reward in heaven." But there can be no reward 
for work not done! There can be no reward if we do not qualify. Rewards are only given to 
those who have proved themselves faithful and trustworthy to God. 

And, what is the reward? "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, 
even as I also overcame and am sat down with My Father in His throne." In other words, Jesus 
is rewarded for His sacrificial work. 

And there are degrees of reward. All will not get the same reward. But, we shall be rewarded to 
the degree we have been found faithful to what God has committed to us. 


So, "to yield almonds" involves being rewarded of God with that which will speak of the 
heavenly kingdom. "To yield almonds" means to come into life incorruptible and life that is 
destined for the heavenly kingdom. Only a fruitful people will dwell in that realm. That is, those 
who have born the fruit of the Spirit. 

Now, "to yield almonds" means to be spiritually fruitful. And, God has some things to say about 
being fruitful. Let us look at a few references here. 

Joseph was the man whom God promoted to the throne when he was thirty, when he was 
mature, when he had ripened in experiences. And, Genesis 41:52 is a beautiful scripture. "And 
the name of his second son called he 'Ephraim,/or God has caused me to be fruitful in the land 
of my affliction.'" What did Joseph say? "God has caused me to be fruitful" - where? - "in the 
land of my affliction." And he called his second son "Ephraim" to denote the fruitfulness God 
had worked out in his life through oppositions and hardships! Hallelujah. 

But, he called the firstborn son "Manasseh". Look at that in the previous verse. "He called the 
name of the firstborn 'Manasseh', 'for God, said he, has made me forget all my toil and my 
father's house.'" Before we can be fruitful, we have to forget. Forget what? "The things that are 



behind." Hallelujah? We have to rcforget our failures and shortcomings and sins and come to 
the Lord in repentance and put the past behind! And, reach out for grace! And, as we press 
toward the mark of the prize - that is the "reward" (and the reward is only given to those who 
have finished their course). 

"And Joseph called his second son 'Ephraim'." "Ephraim" means c/oub/e-fruitfulness or very 
fruitful. Not just fruitful but exceeding fruitful. Hallelujah! Not only bear fruit - Jesus said in John 
15 - but. He says, more fruit. And then He says much fruit. And He says, "fruit thatshaii 
remain." Giory to God. 

And, when we think of Ephraim - "double fruitfulness" - we think of the doubie portion. Amen? 
That is the reward. The reward in the kingdom is to have a double-portion. Access to heaven 
and access to earth. Two realms. And, we studied on that - some time ago. 

So, yieiding aimonds. The word "yield" means to treat a person well, to ripen, to wean, to deal 
bountifully with, to reward. 

Andfruitfuiness is seen in the experience of Joseph. Go to Colossians 1:10 in the New 
Testament. Paul is praying for these saints, and he says, "that you might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleasing being fruitfui in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God." "Fruitful in every good work!" 

2Corinthians 9:10. "Now he that ministers seed to the sower, both minister bread for your food 
and multiply your seed sown and increase" - increase what? - "the fruits of your 
righteousness." 

Philippians 1:11, "Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are, by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God." 

So, you see, these are the fruits God is after. "Fruits of righteousness," "fruitful in every good 
work," "double fruitfulness," "abounding fruit." 

Let us now look at the word "almond". It links with "the early awakener." And, God has so 
much to tell us about being awake. We were singing, "Awake, O Israel. Put off thy slumber." 
Well, the almond tree speaks of those who are awakening and getting ready to meet the Lord. 
And, others may go to sleep, but they are determined, once God has awakened them, to 
remain aiert and not to get back into sieep. 

And, you will find in the word of God, how, when people went to sleep, they suffered loss. 

There are several references to sleep in the Bible. 

• But while Sisera slept, the tent-pin pierced his temples. You can read that in the book of 
Judges. [Judges 4:21]. 


Samson slept and his locks were shorn. 



• King Saul slept and he lost a part of his skirt (and his honor). 

• The sleeping disciples on the Mt. of Transfiguration would have missed out in seeing the 
heavenly visitors and the glory of the Lord had they not awakened out of sleep! 

• While men slept, an enemy [came and] sowed tares." [That is,] in the parable of the 
wheat and the tares. 

• All the Virgins went to sleep until the trumpet sound awoke them. 

• Uticas fell asleep and fell down from a window and lost his life. But, by the grace of God, 
Paul raised him back to life again! 

• Adam slept, but when he awoke he saw Eve. But, Adam not long after became divided in 
his allegiance to God. 

The only man who could sleep and not suffer loss was Jesus. And He slept in the storm while 
the others were awake and battling the storm. And, when He awoke. He was not intimidated - 
He spoke to the storm, "Peace! Be still." 

Now, there is a time for us to sleep, as far as needing rest for these bodies. But when God is 
speaking of "sleep" He is talking about spiritual slumber. Do not get spiritually insensitive to 
God! When you are sleeping, you do not know what is happening around you. And God is 
saying, "Be wise! Do not be spiritually insensitive to what I am saying to you and to the 
churches." Be alert! 

So, to be an almond tree means to be awakened and to hear what God is saying! Hallelujah! 
And, in the "victory song" that was sung, when Sisera was killed, - it says "Awake, Deborah! 
Awake, Barak!" "Deborah" [as a parable or analogy] would speak of the Bride [of Christ] and 
"Barak" would speak of those that are to be used of God in a mighty way in the end-time. 
"Awake, Deborah! Awake, Barak!" Come against the enemy. God is calling to us to awake. 

There are several references to awakening. 

Isaiah 26:19, "Thy dead men shall live. Together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and 
sing, ye that dwell in dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs and the earth shall cast out the 
dead." That is a scripture that tells us that God will raise the dead. "The earth will cast out the 
bodies of the dead." And those who awake to Life will sing as they are resurrected. But [to] 
even you and I who have been dead in trespasses and in sins God is saying, "Awake!" And as we 
awake He wants us to sing! And praise Him! Every day we must learn to say, "Lord, make me 
alert to Your voice. And, Lord, make me sing your praises." 

"Awake and sing." It is a resurrection scripture. But it is also a scripture we can apply to 
ourselves as God seeks to wake us up in this hour. "Awake and sing." Those who are awakening 
to God's voice are learning to sing His praises. Those who awake in His resurrection will awaken 
with a song. Hallelujah! 



Isaiah 51:9, "Awake! Awake! Put on thy strength, o arm of the Lord! Awake! As in the ancient 
days of generations of old!" 

Does God go to sleep? No. But why would a writer say, "Awake, O God, awake!"? He is calling 
on God to intervene. Sometimes God does not intervene. But we have to cry out to Him to 
intervene. "O God, arise and scoffer every foe. O God, intervene for the sake of Thy church!" 

We have to call to God. But it seems nothing is happening. Call out to God! 

Isaiah 52:1, "Awake! Awake! Put on thy strength, O Zion! Put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jersusalem, the holy city. From henceforth, there shall no more come into thee the 
uncircumcised and the unclean." 1/1/e are God's Zion. He is seeking to wake us up so we can put 
off our garments of slumber and put on the garments of righteousness. 

God wants us to be clean in heart - to be upright in heart - as we awake. 

Romans 13:11, "And knowing the time that now it is high time to awake out of sleep for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed." 

What a word that is! [And], if He was calling them to awaken then, how much more is He calling 
us to awaken as the days are coming to an end - that is, the days leading up to the end of this 
dispensation. 

Ephesians 5:14, "Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead and Christ shall give thee 
light!" 

As Christians we can be awakened and go back to sleep. The cry of the Spirit is "Awake and be 
alert." Hallelujah. 

Now, this word not only means to "be awake", it means "to watch". Only those who are 
awakened can watch. You can not sleep and watch at the same time can you? Can you be a 
watchman and be found sleeping? When the enemy comes, he is going to blow the trumpet 
and you will be taken by surprise and captured by the enemy. 

So, this word for the almond not only means to be awake, it means to be watchful. Let us go to 
Revelation, chapter 3, verse 3. 

Revelation 3:3, "Remember how thou hast received and heard. And hold fast and repent. If 
therefore thou shalt not watch. I will come on thee os a thief and thou shalt not know at what 
hour I will come upon thee." 

He is speaking those words to the Church. Only those who are watching and are on the alert 
and are awake will be qualified to participate in the glories of the Lord. So, the call is, "Be 
watchful. Don't go to sleep." That is, do not go to sleep in a spiritual sense. 

IPeter 4:7, "But the end of all things is at hand. Be ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer." 



"Watching and praying" are words that the Lord Himself gave to the Disciples. "Watch and pray, 
least you enter into temptation." "Watch and pray that you may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass and to stand before the Son of Man." That is our 
part. We have to do that, trusting Him for the grace to help us to do it. 

2Timothy 4:5, "But watch thou in all things. Endure afflictions. Do the work of an evangelist. 
Make full proof of that ministry." 

Paul was exhorting Timothy to be a watchful servant. 

We can go to IThessalonians 5. 

IThes. 5:6, "Therefore, let us not sleep as do others. But let us watch and be sober. For, they 
that sleep, sleep in the night and they that are drunk are drunk in the night. But let us who are 
of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation." 

We who belong to the day are not to get into "sleep" - that is, be spiritually insensitive to God, 
but have on the whole armour of God continually. [32:32] 

And, I am sure you can find many references for yourselves. I will give you one more. 

lCor.l6:30, "Watch ye. Stand fast in the faith. Quit ye like men. Be strong." 

Those are commands. And all of these words are depicted in the almond tree - the early 
awakener, the watcher. 

And the word for almond means "to hasten", "to watch over", "to wake", "to be sleepless". 

Only God is sleepless in the absolute sense. "He that keepeth thee," - the Bible says - "will 
neither slumber nor sleep." 

Now what is all of this telling us? It is telling us that God is bringing a people into a realm in 
which they will no more need to sleep. Hallelujah! As long as we are in these bodies we still 
need to sleep. But how many of us realize that when we come into full redemption we will have 
no more need for sleep? And "sleep" is linked with death. "Our friend Lazarus sleeps! But I go to 
wake him up," the Lord said. And the disciples thought He was saying that [Lazarus] was resting 
from his infirmity, and [that] if He were resting after being sick, [then] he will recover. And the 
Lord said, "Lazarus is dead." 


So, to be sleepless means you have conquered death. And that is why I said that the Aaronic 
priesthood was a priesthood that was subject to death but that the Melchizedek priesthood is a 
priesthood that is no more subject to death and corruption. It is a priesthood of life! 



So, this rod is speaking of a company who will break forth in the light! And this will be a 
company of those who are living. And it may include those have been resurrected in the//rsf 
resurrection. Hallelujah! 

These will be the mouthpiece of God! 

Well? Do you see how profound this rod is? You see how much God is teaching us through 
these words? We read these words but we do not realize what these words are saying! 

"To yield almonds" is to become fruitful! And the word for "yield" means "to ripen, to wean, to 
reward, to treat a person well, to deal bountifully with." Those who are the almonds - or the 
almond rods - will be those whom God has treated well and rewarded because they were 
weaned from their ways and wooed into His ways and they are the ones who have ripened! 
And only that which is ripe is ready to be harvested! 

These who become the almond rod will be those who are awake and alert and watchful, 
submitting to God to prepare them for these days to be used of Him in a mighty way. 


Now, sometime ago, I shared with you a prophecy given by someone in the year 1685, around 
the year 1687, and it was with regard to the Philadelphia Church. Many of you still have that 
prophecy - may I see your hands raised? Raise them high so I can see them. I want to ask you to 
read it again. 

And I want to read a portion from it and astound you with [how] what was said then relates to 
this particular lesson on the rod that budded and blossomed and bore almonds. I just want to 
read a few paragraphs - not the entire prophecy. 

Part of it says, "There shall be a total and full redemption in Christ. This is a hidden mystery not 
to be understood without a revelation from the Holy Spirit. The completion of such a 
redemption is withheld by the seals of the Revelation. Wherefore, as the Spirit of God shall 
open seal after seal, this redemption shall come to be known particularly and universally. In the 
gradual opening of the mystery of redemption in Christ doth consist the unsearchable wisdom 
of God which may continually reveal new and fresh things to the worthy seeker in order to 
which the Ark of the Testimony in heaven shall be opened before the end of this age. And the 
living testimony herein contained shall be unsealed." Did we not read the ark of the [38:33]... 

[The recording has a silence here which has the earmarks of either a turning off of the tape 
recorder or a turning of the cassette tape or ? ] 

"And wherever this body is, there must the ark of necessity be. The unsealing of the living 
testimony with the Ark of God will begin the promulgation of the everlasting gospel of the 
kingdom." In other words, those who come into the Ark realm will preach the everlasting 
gospel because their very lives will manifest that fullness of life. "The proclamation of the 
testimony will be as the sounding of a trumpet to alarm the nations of professed Christendom." 



Watch this! "Authority shall be given by Christ to the putting an end to all controversies 
concerning the true Church that is born of the New Jerusalem mother. 

What was the purpose of Aaron's rod blossoming, budding, and bearing fruit? To put on end to 
the murmurings and the grumblings of the people of Israel. Here all of that is being referred to 
in this prophecy, but you can read it and not understand it. That is why I suggest to you that you 
read it several times. I have read that thing over one hundred times. Hundreds of times. And 
yet, every time I read it, I see a little more of hidden truths because that is a solid word! It is a 
very deep word. And God does not always put it in simple language. He puts it in language to 
challenge you and me to search out the matter. 

Then, it says, later on - in the part which is connected with our subject - yes - "Wherefore, the 
spirit of David shall revive in this church and, especially in some elect members of it, as the 
blossoming rod." Let me read that sentence again. "Wherefore, the spirit of David shall revive in 
this church and, especially in some elect members of it, as the blossoming rod. These will have 
might given them to overcome the Dragon and his angels even as David overcame Goliath and 
the Philistine army." Hallelujah! So, if you are a rod of Aaron that budded and blossomed and 
bore fruit, you will be like a David to rout the Dragon and his angels even as David routed 
Goliath and the Philistines. Hallelujah. 

"This will be the standing up of the great prince Michael. And it will be as the appearing of 
Moses against Pharaoh in order that the chosen seed may be brought out of hard servitude. For 
Christ will appear in some chosen vessels to bring into the promised land the new creation 
estate. These are the Firstfruits who will see Christ ahead of the rest of the harvest." 

Moses, Joshua, and Aaron may be considered types of some on whom the same Spirit will 
come, yet in greater proportions whereby they shall make way for the ransomed of God to 
return to Zion." Watch this! "But none shall stand under God but those have become tried 
stones after the manner of Christ. This will be a fiery trial through which a very few" - not "few" 

- "a very few will be able to pass or bear up in it, whereby the waiters for this visible 
breaking-forth are charged to hold fast and wait together in the unity of pure love." In other 
words, those who will become the pioneers - or firstfruits - will go through severe fire and 
purging. And only few will stand the test. That brings us to the weaning, the ripening, the 
maturing work that can only come through God purging us. "Every branch that beareth fruit. He 
prunes it / purges it to bring forth more fruit." All of that is involved in this prophecy. I was 
amazed when I read it and saw how much is being referred to. 

"This trial will be of absolute necessity to all for the clearing away of all remaining infirmities of 
the natural mind and the burning up of all wood, hay, and stubble for, nothing must remain in 
the fire, for as a refiner shall He purify the sons of the Kingdom. There will be some who are 
fully redeemed, being clothed upon with the priestly garment after the Melchizedek order. This 
will qualify them for governing authority. Therefore, it is required on their part to suffer the 



spirit of burning and fanning of the firey breath searching every part within them until they 
arrive at the fixed body from whence the wonders are to flow out." 

Well, it is so beautiful, I do not want to read all of it. I would ask you to go back and read it 
maybe ten times more. 

"Upon this body will be the fixation of the Urim and Thummim that are the portion of the 
Melchizedek priesthood whose descent is not counted in the genealogy of that creation which 
is under the Fall but is another genealogy which is a new creation." 

The generation under the Fall is subject to death, but the generation under the new 
Melchizedek order will conquer death! 

[End of first side of cassette recording made by Zona Fuchel, approx. 1984.] 

[Side 2 of Aaron's Rod 4.] 

We need more than buds, we need blossoms. And we need more than blossom, we need fruit. 
And then God wants to make us a rod to speak His word. The "rod" is connected [by analogy] to 
the spoken word. And we will go into scriptures dealing with the rod. 

And why the almond rod? Well, you ponder those things. And, hopefully, we will get into that 
tomorrow night. 

What I want to conclude with is - uh - so many facets I have here it is hard to know how to put it 
all together. 

We were looking at the rod as a symbol and as a symbol of Israel. 

Maybe I can give you a thought with regard to the buds, blossoms, and almonds. If Christ is in 
us, I said, we have life. Whenever you see buds on a tree, what does that mean? Life is at work. 
But when you see blossoms, that speaks of that tree beginning to produce more life. Blossoms 
speak of fragrance and beauty. But when you see fruit, then you see the real purpose God 
intended for that tree. "Fruit" speak of usefulness. "And herein is My Father glorified that you 
bring forth much fruit. So shall you be My disciples." So we can see that with regard to 
ourselves. 

But let us take another look. Buds typify the resurrection of Jesus. He is the//rsf to rise from the 
dead in a glorified body. Blossoms speak of those who will share in the first resurrection as this 
age will end! They will come forth in the beot/fy of Christ. But fruit - the almond fruit - speaks of 
the resurrection of Israel as a nation! God intended that they should bear fruit and serve the 
nations. In this age they are spiritually dead. But, it was prophecied, "A nation shall be born in a 
day!" There is coming a great revival in the nation of Israel. Not for the entire nation, but for 
the remnant that will survice the Tribulation conditions. And when that national restoration 
takes place, and when that spiritual resurrection takes place, then Israel will become all that 
God intended them to be. 



[3:32] 


I want you to look at this scripture here. Isaiah 27:6. And I like this verse. "He shall cause them 
that come of Jacob to take root. Israel shall blossom and bud and fill the face of the world with 
fruit." See those two words ["blossom and bud"]? You see "blossom"? You see "bud"? But what 
else do you see? "And fill the face of the world" -with what? - "fruit." When you think of "bud" 
and "blossom" and "fruit", what comes to your mind? Come on, lets hear. Aaron's rod! Amen? 
What happened to Aaron's rod? It budded, it blossomed, and it bore fruit! What fruit? 

Almonds! 

Now, Israel did not fully live up to her calling, but Jesus came and fulfilled what was written 
(Hallelujah!). And now, when the fulness of time has come, God will move upon Israel to bud 
and blossom and bear almonds. Yes! So God's purpose may be delayed, but that does not mean 
that it will not be fulfilled. 

[5:28] 

In this age, God wants the Church now, to bud and blossom and bear fruit. And once the Church 
comes into this realm, then the Church can bless the nations! Did not God say to Abraham, "In 
thee and in thy seed" - what will happen? - "all the nations of the earth will be blessed." Well, 
Paul says God's seed was Christ. God intended Israel to be the full channel of blessing. When 
they failed, then one was born in that nation and He became the personification of that Seed in 
the singular. He did not say "seeds, many, but to Thy Seed which is Christ"! But now Christ is 
working in you and me. And we are His seed. "Bone of His bone. Flesh of His flesh." So, not only 
are the nations to be blessed in Christ, but the nations are now to be blessed through Christ's 
body on the earth! And so, as the gospel is carried into the earth, then many will come to the 
knowledge of Christ. 

So, in this age, God wants the Church to bud, blossom, and bear almonds! 

I said earlier, sometimes we feel weak and useless and helpless, but "let the weak say, '/ am 
strong'. What is more weak than a dead stick? But, a dead stick coming to life is a symbol of the 
resurrection power of the Lord working in us. You know, God is showing us that the only way we 
can be all He wants us to be is: we have to go through the death process. And that is why we 
are feeling all the upheavals in our body. We feel these upheavals in our spirits and our minds 
and in our bodies. And at times we wonder what is happening to us. God is saying, "You asked 
to be of use to Me? Well, I am putting you through the cutting-off process. I am bringing you 
into death. Not literal death, but death to the self-life. [8:00] And as you come to the end of 
yourselves, then I will do a new thing." Hallelujah! There is a chorus sung in some places today 
that says, "When we come to the end of ourselves, there will be no more broken vessels sitting 
down on God's shelves. All men free, all men see, that God is all that is left when you come to 
the end of yourselves." That is a powerful chorus. 



What are men seeing today. They are seeing humanity in us. They are seeing us as humans. So, 
we have not come yet to the end of ourselves. They are only seeing flesh and blood and bones. 
But as God works in us to bring us to the end of ourselves and Christ is manifested in His 
fulness, that will be a ministry of greater power and authority than has been known except in 
the person of our Lord! 

The Church has been "dead" for almost two thousand years. Or has faced death from Satan. 
Satan has tried to wipe out the Church, right? In other words, Satan has sought to hinder the 
body of Christ. Just as Jesus, when He died, was in the grave Friday and Saturday - two days. 

And they counted in those days [in society at that time, - ed.] part of a day as a day. So, Satan 
has sought to keep the body of Christ down and hinder this body. But - praise be to God - the 
third day is dawning! It does not mean the Church is not existing, but we have not seen all the 
power that God wants to manifest in His church. The early Church had a measure of that 
power. Down through this age, God has manifested a measure of that power. But the greatest 
power is now to be released in the body of Christ - to heal this body and its wounds and hurts. 
That is why I said to you earlier [that] Paul was praying for us "to know the exceeding greatness 
of the resurrection power of Christ." Oh, Lord! How we need to know You more and come into 
a greater experience of your resurrection power! So we can bud and blossom and bear almonds 
for You! 

There is much on the almond fruit. I have not touched on that as yet. There is more to come on 
the almond! 

[ 11 : 06 ] 

Why the almond? Why not the fig? Why not the apple or the pear? Why [the] almond - of all 
fruits? What does it mean to be an almond rod for God? We will continue this word. Maybe we 
might need two more sessions. I don't know. We will see how God leads. And I want to deal 
with the word "bud". And I want to deal with the word "blossom". And I want to deal with the 
word "yield". Those words you and I read and pass on as I did. But I want to show you there is a 
wealth of meaning in those words. And then I want to show you why almonds. I don't claim to 
have all the understanding, but I want to share the little [which] God has given me. 

I believe we are in the dawning of a new day! God is about to do a new thing. God will close the 
mouths of the sceptics and the doubters. God is about to raise up a "rod ministry". And what is 
it all about? Meditate on this chapter tonight. Ponder it tomorrow. Lord willing, we will 
continue this - as He gives us the time and the opportunity. Praise His name. 

The rod budded, blossomed, and bore fruit. 

Be encouraged tonight, if you are going through a hard place, that God is shaping you and me 
into a rod! And the end result will not be uselessnes. The end result will be usefulness. 
Hallelujah? I believe I might have shared this with you when we dealing with "trees", that when 
a tree lives for itself it only produces leaves and branches. And [it] multiplies the leaves and the 



branches. But a tree that is a fruit tree produces not only leaves, but blossoms, and eventually 
fruit, that tree will never live long. A fruit tree does not live long - in contrast to trees that are 
like cedar and pine. A fruit tree, whenever it produces fruit, does not live for itself. So, 
whenever it puts out blossoms and fruits emerge from that tree, that tree is no more living for 
itself, it is living for others. 

[14:25] 

If we, as Christians, realize that we are not to live for ourselves but to live for others, then God 
can cause us to die out to se\ffaster. See? And then He can cause us to not only bud, but 
blossom and bear fruit. And whenever a tree lives for others to reproduce itself and to bear 
fruit for others, God crowns it with beauty and fragrance. And, for those who are willing to 
submit to the death of the Cross - for the self nature to die and for His nature to take over - God 
will give us the crown of life, even as He crowns that fruit tree with beauty and fragrance. Praise 
His wonderful name! 

[15:21] 

As He caused that dead rod to be budding and blossoming and bearing fruit. He crowned it with 
power and beauty and fragrance. So that is to show you what He wants to do through you and 
me. So when we are weak we are strong. As we come to the end of ourselves we are saying, 
"Lord, You take over. Let Your resurrection life take over." Every day say, "Lord, quicken me 
with your resurrection power. Lord, it is no more I, it is Christ who lives in me." Lord, thank You 
[that] You live in me, but now take over. Quicken me. Let Your life grow up in me. Lord, let me 
smell more like You. Let me talk more like You. Let me love more like You do. Love through me. 
Lord. Live through me. Speak through me. Lord. Have compassion through me. Let all that I am 
be an expression of Who You are." Let that be your prayer. And I believe if we pray that way, 
we will see different things as we go about our respective duties. Then we will manifest Him. 
And people will know that we are different - not because of who we are, but because of Christ 
who lives in us. When I say "who we are" in ourselves. In our selves we are nothing. But they 
will know who we are - when they see Christ in us, they will know be belong to Him. Like, when 
they saw Peter and John, they knew they were ignorant fishermen! But the Bible says, "They 
took knowledge that they had been with Jesus." Praise God? Amen? Oh! Hallelujah! He wants 
to reproduce Himself in you and me. 

And I have a lot to tell you about the Third Day. So, if we do not reach Jonah this time, do not 
despair, we will get there. But I have some new things to tell you. Things you have not heard 
before. So be in prayer that God will make this a wonderful time. Not only of us hearing the 
word, but that we will experience more of the blessings of this word as we allow that word to 
take root within us. 


[17:28] 



So, Father, bless the words to our hearts. Bless our meditation. And thank you. Lord, that You 
are the rod from the stem of Jesse. And You were willing to be cut off in death, but, hallelujah. 
You arose again and You showed yourself alive to your disciples by many infallible proofs. And, 
tonight, we can say, "You are alive" not only because we believe that report, but because we 
know in our hearts that You are living within us. For You have caused us to pass from death into 
life. And we are no more our own - we are Your divine property. And may we live to please You 
and to do Your will on this earth. Lord, we seek to be all that You want us to be, and we see 
from this lesson tonight that You are preparing us to be a rod that will bud and blossom and 
bear almonds. Oh, Father, let us not stop at the budding stage, but let us go on to the 
blossoming and the fruit-bearing. And Lord Jesus, we want to so live in You, and You [live] in us, 
that it will be no more ourselves that are seen by men, but it will be Christ taking over the 
government of our lives. You rule on the throne of our hearts. Lord. And You give us the 
wisdom to live on this earth, to live to bless and help others: Those who belong to You and 
those who don't know You, and those You bring across our pathway - even those in our families 
and those who know us where we live - that we will be servants to one another. Oh! God. We 
do not want to walk in pride, but in humility before You. Oh Lord, let you resurrection power 
quicken us this night. And continue to quicken us. And may we experience more of your 
transforming power in us so we can become greater channels of blessing to a needy world! 

[19:40] 

May You bless each one and every family represented tonight. And Lord, our prayer is You will 
continue to change us more and more into Your image! May You visit with us in these days. And 
may You see us through every trial and test. And even at this time, what these saints are going 
through - You know, but Lord, thank You, that if Thou be for us, who can be against us. Let us 
not grow weary or faint, but quicken us anew with Your Spirit, with Your resurrection power 
that we will be strong [... ] [tape seems to skip something at this point. - editor.] As we sang the 
"army" song, let us remember that You called us to be good soldiers. And good soldiers do not 
run away from the conflict but they fight the foe. And our conflict is not with flesh and blood, 
but against the principalities and powers. And here we don't have to fight for victory, but we 
fight from a position of victory. We declare Victory to the forces of darkness. And we plead the 
protetion of Your blood as we put on the whole armor of God. Let no evil befall us. Let no 
plague come nigh our dwellings. Keep us in the hollow of Your hand. Let us fight the good fight 
of faith as we declare the victory of the Lord in every situation. Go before us. Lord. Let God 
arise, let His enemies be scattered. Let them that hate Him flee before Him. And encourage 
each one of us this night that when we are weak we are strong. We are to lay hold of Your 
strength. And thank You Lord that You will never leave us. You will never forsake us. So come in 
a special way this night and pour [?] a great blessing on each one. Prepare us for these days as 
we seek to know Your more and love You more and serve You more. Keep us in readiness, O 
God. Let us be alert to Your voice. And thank You for ministering to the needs of each one of us. 
Touch us anew, within and without. 



[21:38] 


And, for those who could not come, may You give them of Your grace and move upon them to 
attend the rest of the meetings. Thank You, Lord, for blessing each one in a special way this 
night. Let these words continue to churn within us that we will receive more illumination from 
You and we will become more like You with each passing day. Thank You, Lord, that as we 
delight in You that You will give us the desires of our heart. So we speak Your peace and Your 
blessings to each one. And praise be to Thee, that You live to make intercession for us. And, 
Lord, thank You for bearing us up before the throne that we will receive strength to run the 
race and to finish our course with joy. Hallelujah! We ask these petitions in faith and with 
thanksgiving in the wonderful name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. Amen. Thank You Lord. 
Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

[22:46] 

Do you know the little chorus -1 think I might have sung it here - about the little lilly. And if you 
don't know it, well, I hope you will learn it. 

The Lord said, "Let the weak say I am strong." 

And in my heart I felt that it was wrong. 

Then I saw a little lilly, pushing up a heavy clod 

And I marvelled at the wisdom of my God. 


I marvel at the wisdom of my God. 

I marvel at the wisdom of my God. 

When I see a little lilly pushing up a heavy clod. 
Oh! I marvel at the wisdom of my God. 


Hopefully we can try it for you during the week. But this is a good song to express death and 
resurrection. Death to the old life and resurrection for you and me - willing to go on with God. 

[Brother Bholan sings the song. After the above-written verse one and chorus, he follows with 
verse 2 as follows here.] 

They crucified God's dear beloved Son. 

They sealed the tomb and thought that they had won. 

But, like that little lilly. He rolled back the stony clod 



And I marvel at the wisdom of my God. 

[Chorus.] 

King Jesus has established Him a throne. 

He has come within and claimed me as His own. 

He bought me with His blood. I am His alone. 

And I marvel at the love to me He's shown. 

[Chorus.] 

May God bless that to you tonight. May we go with the assurance that He is in us. He \sfor us, 
and He wants us to become a living expression of Him in the earth. And God bless you. 

[25:56] 

Brother Steve? [No answer from Steve is recorded. The recording proceeds with Deoram 
Bholan speaking, as follows.] 

Tonight we looked into that rod as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. In His death and His 
resurrection. In His appearances to chosen witnesses. The rod, remember, was seen and then it 
was hidden in the Holy of Holies. Jesus was seen for forty days and then He left the earth and 
ascended into the highest heaven. The Bible says He ascended above all heavens. He ascended 
to the highest heaven - to the Father's throne. And He is there as our risen and glorified High 
Priest. Not after the order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedek. 

[27:00] 

Now, Aaron's High-Priesthood - or the priesthood from Aaron - was a dying priesthood. The 
High Priest only lived for a limited period of time. Then he was exceeded by another High Priest. 
But the Melchizedek priesthood is a dying or a mortal priesthood. It is a priesthood that is 
immortal. It is a priesthood that is of a higher order. And although the almond rod was 
indicative of the choice of Aaron by God - because God said, "the man whom I shall choose, I 
will cause his rod to blossom" - yet we know that priesthood was limited. And as you study the 
book of Hebrews, it tells us that the priesthood in the Aaronic order or Levitical order could not 
sit - they always stood. They were always standing. They were always performing their tasks, 
but there was no place for them to sit in the Tabernacle or in the Temple. But Jesus, having 
finished the work of redemption is seated at the Father's right hand. And so His priesthood is a 
higher priesthood than Aaron's priesthood. 

And this almond budding, blossoming, fruit-bearing rod typifies the Lord as our High Priest. And 
He lives. Death can not conquer Him. He conquered death. He lives to represent us, who are 
redeemed by His blood, at the Father's right hand. He prays for us. He intercedes for us. He 
wants us to come into the full blessings of His atoning work. He wants His church to become 



like that rod as well. He is the firstborn son and He is "bringing many sons unto glory"! And we 
are to wear and bear His image. We have owned the image of Adam, but now He is working in 
us to make us after His own image and likeness. And, as brought out to you last night, the 
budding speaks of the impartation of His life within us, the blossoms speak of the beauty of 
Christ being formed in us, and the fruit speaks of the fulness of His life formed within us. And 
the Bible says, "He shall see the travail of His soul and shaii be satisfied." David said, "i shaii be 
satisfied when i awake in Thy iikenessi" 

[30:36] 

Now, on this earth, the Lord wants us to become His rods. And there are many lessons to learn 
from "the rod". There is Moses' rod. There is Aaron's rod. There is the king's sceptre which 
same word is "rod". There is the rod of Elisha. There is the rod that Jeremiah saw in vision. The 
Bible speaks of "passing under the rod." And John was given a reed like unto a rod to measure 
the Temple. So God's word has a lot to say about rods. 

And a wise man spoke about the rod with regard to discipline. Then there is the shepherd's rod. 
"Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me." The shepherd's rod was used for counting the sheep. 
And the rod was used for discipline. 

So, I would like us to look into some references to rods. And we will see how far the Lord will 
take us tonight. 

[32:07] 

You may say, "What is the difference between Moses' rod and Aaron's rod?" Well, you know, 
the rod that Moses had was a shepherd's rod. Wasn't Moses a shepherd? There are many 
shepherds in the Scriptures. Who do you think was the first shepherd in the Bible? Can you 
make a guess? Abel. Then we go on into Scripture and we see [that] Jacob was a shepherd. And 
we also read of Joseph who was a shepherd. And we read of David who was a shepherd lad. 
And, Jesus calls Himself "the Good Shepherd", "the Great Shepherd" - He is referred to as "the 
Great Shepherd" - and He is also referred to as "the Chief Shepherd." And, the Psalmist, David, 
said, "the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." 

Yes, God would have us to think on these shepherds. But, the greatest shepherd is the Lord. 
And those who serve the body of Christ are to be His undershepherds. The flock does not 
belong to the undershepherds; the flock belongs to the Lord. And the true shepherds will point 
the flock to the great, and to the good, and to the chief Shepherd. 

And the Shepherds carried a rod. It was Moses' rod that was turned into a serpent. Remember? 
And that was the first sign that God gave him. And he drew back from the serpent. But the Lord 
said, "Pick it up by the tail." Not by the head. And when he did, it became the rod again! Well, 
that has much meaning to it. 



"The rod" would speak of the Lord Jesus who is called "the rod of the stem of Jesse" in Isaiah 
11 : 1 . 

[34:43] 

Jesus would be laying down His life in death. And in dying He would take Sin upon Himself. And 
He is "the serpent lifted up on the pole." That is, on the Cross, He was taking Sin upon Himself 
and judging Sin - or Sin was being judged as He took our sinful nature and sins upon Himself. 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up 
that, whosever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life." Well, I have 
spoken on that before, but all I will tell you now is that we, like Moses, must lift up our hand - 
or raise up the hand of faith - and take hold of the//n/sf7ec/ work of the Lamb of God. "The tail of 
the serpent" speaks of the end. Moses reaching down to pick the serpent up by the tail is the 
Christian that reaches out in faith. Or the sinner - [look at it this way], we were first sinners, and 
we reach out in faith to lay hold with the hand of faith the//n/sf7eGf work of Jesus. "It is 
finished!" And, when we do, we experience the lifting power of the rod. In other words, we 
begin to find power and authority for our sins to be forgiven. Only Jesus can forgive our sins. 
"The Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins." He has power in heaven as well as on 
earth. When we reach out by faith and lay hold of H\s finished work, that is taking the serpent 
by the tail. And we come into the blessing of "the rod." And the rod speaks of authority and 
power. And Jesus was that rod that was laid down in death, but that rod was taken up again in 
resurrection when He rose from the dead. 

[37:25 approx.] 

But Aaron's rod goes a step further. Aaron's rod was not turned into a serpent. Aaron's rod 
budded, blossomed, and bore almonds. Moses' rod could not take away grumblings of the 
people. But the rod of Aaron was to deal with their grumblings. And a priest is one who stands 
between God and the people to represent the people before God! For, if the people continue in 
sin, God can wipe them out. But, the priest stands as a mediator between man and God! And 
he brings reconciliation, as it were, between man and God! And who is the one that came to 
bring reconciliation between man and God? The "greater than Aaron" - our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What authority did Jesus have to cast out demons? Well, the Father gave Him power! And, He 
said, "If you do not believe My words, believe My works! The works that I do testify that My 
Father has sent Me." Israel had proof of it. But, let us say, they rejected Him. God was going to 
give them the greatest proof. When His Son died. He would not remain in the grave on the third 
day. He would "rise again" ! And the fact that He rose and was seen was evidence enough that 
they should turn from their hardness of heart. But sad to say, some knew about it but they 
would not repent! Those who hired the soldiers to guard the tomb refused the evidence and 
bribed the soldiers. Some people say, "Unless I see, I will not believe." Some see and still do not 
believe. How hard can the human heart be? 


[39:21] 



I want you to look at a scripture that shows us that Jesus fulfilled Aaron's rod as it blossomed 
and bore fruit. In Romans 1. And I like this verse. Romans 1:3, "Concerning His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord who was made of the seed of David according to the flesh. And declared" - did you see 
that word "declared"? - "and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit 
of holiness by the resurrection of the dead." Let us go ahead and read that again - slowly. 
"Declared to be the Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection 
of the dead." 

Who declared Jesus to be the Son of God? The Father. And, the Father declared Him when He 
was baptized in Jordan. The Father declared Him when He was on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
And the Father declared Him, ultimately, when He rose from the dead. What is the evidence 
that He has the power to function as our High Priest? Death cannot hold Him. So, when He rises 
from the dead. He is declared as the Son of God with power. It took a lot of power for Him to 
rise from the dead. It took a lot of power for a dead stick to come back to life! Man could not do 
that. Only God's power can do that. Amen? 

And I believe there is more to the resurrection of Jesus than you and I understand right now! 
The resurrection, as I have said over and over again, is not described, it is only mentioned os a 
fact in the Scriptures. None of the Gospel writers ever described how it took place! But you can 
rest assured there was a lot of power manifested there when Jesus came forth from the tomb! I 
believe we will see that in the fulness of time and understand it better! The resurrection, in 
reality, is a mystery. We do not understand all about it, but we know it is a fact. Hallelujah? 

That is what matters. The mystery will be unfolded. We ourselves will undergo a transformation 
"from this corruption into incorruption." I believe we will understand, when we come into that 
glorious change. What happened to our Lord when He came forth from the tomb. And as I said, 
in Ephesians 4, last night, Paul says, "that we may know the exceeding greatness of His power 
toward us who believe, which power was manifested when He raised Jesus Christ from the 
dead." 

So that rod is a symbol of power! A shepherd's rod is his power or authority to govern the 
sheep. And, the people were to know: this is the man God raised up to be His priest. Israel was 
not to contend over that! They did contend. But the fact that Aaron's rod alone manifested life 
was proof enough that he was God's chosen man! The fact that Jesus rose from the dead 
should tell us that He is approved of the Father to be the High Priest after the order of 
Melchidek. And that is not a dying order. That is an order of life! And it is an order that links two 
offices: priesthood and kingship. Under the Old Covenant, a priest could not be a king and a 
king could not be a priest. But Jesus is both king and priest. And He is after the order of 
Melchizedek. And the name of Melchizedek means "King of Righteousness, King of Peace." 

Jesus is both King of Righteousness and King of Peace. He is the Prince of Peace. And He is the 
Branch of Righteousness. 

You know, in our world we hear a lot about "peace." Peace talks, disarmament. And man wants 
peace, and man will try his utmost to secure peace,... 



[At this point almost 45 minutes into side two of the 90-minute cassette tape, the spoken 
message is no longer recorded.] 



